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Washington,  D.  C.,  January  12 tht  1859. 

Fellow-Citizens  :  At  no  time  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat 
in  Congress,  as  your  Delegate,  have  I  thought  it  necessary  to  adopt 
this  mode  of  addressing  you  with  a  view  to  the  vindication  of  any  part 
of  my  official  conduct  in  your  service.  I  knew  that  a  people  as  just, 
as  they  are  generous — a  people  from  whom  I  had  received  so  many 
proofs  of  confidence — would  be  slow  to  convict  me  of  any  delinquency, 
in  ray  absence,  upon  charges  preferred  by  personal  or  political  enemies, 
without  a  shadow  of  evidence  to  sustain  them.  Conscious  of  the 
rectitude  of  my  intentions,  and  looking  only  to  the  welfare  of  those 
whom  I  served,  I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  reply  to  every  idle 
charge  and  false  accusation ;  whilst,  at  the  same  time,  I  have  never 
shrunk  from  the  most  searching  review  of  my  official  conduct,  the 
closest  scrutiny  of  ray  acts  and  motives  on  the  part  of  those,  who,  having 
honored  me  with  their  support,  were  to  some  extent  responsible,  or 
might  consider  themselves  responsible,  for  my  actions. 

I  might  refer  to  the  recent  act  of  your  representatives  in  elevating 
me  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  as  a  verdict  of  approval  of  my  conduct  on 
your  part  and  theirs;  and  such, indeed,  I  must  be  permitted  to  regard 
^  it.  But,  my  friends,  with  regret  I  learn  that  a  few  among  you — a  very 
few,  I  hope — do  not  acquiesce  readily  and  heartily  in  this  expression  of 
your  sovereign  will.  Some,  I  am  informed,  from  whom  I  expected, 
and  think  I  had  a  right  to  expect  a  different  course,  seek,  by  insinua¬ 
tion,  and  innuendo,  and  even  direct  accusation,  to  awaken  unjust  sus¬ 
picions  of  the  integrity  of  my  motives,  and  place  me  in  a  false  light 
before  the  people  who  elected  me.  I  have  never  expected  that  eacli 
and  every  one  of  my  acts  would  meet  with  universal  approval.  I  have 
v  never  had  the  vanity  to  suppose  myself  infallible.  No  man  can  expect 
an  entire  exemption  from  error ;  and  though,  on  revewing  my  political 
course,  I  cannot  discover  any  great  error  that  I  have  committed,  I  do 
not  claim  to  be  more  than  mortal.  All  that  I  ask — all  that  any  public 
servant  can  reasonably  ask,  is,  that  his  acts  should  be  reviewed  with 
candor,  “nothing  extenuated  or  aught  set  down  in  malice.” 


In  the  Oregon  Statesman ,  of  August  3d,  1858,  I  find  a  communica¬ 
tion,  over  the  signature  of  “  Metropolis,”  which  purports  to  have  been 
written  at  this  place.  Although  the  writer,  for  reasons  known  to  him¬ 
self,  withholds  his  name ;  the  charge  he  brings  against  me  is  of  so 
grave  a  character,  and  places  me  in  such  a  false  light  before  my  con¬ 
stituency  and  the  country,  that  I  would  be  doing  myself  and  you  great 
injustice,  if  I  did  not  take  some  notice  of  it.  The  following  is  an  ex¬ 
tract  from  this  very  extraordinary  production : 

“Your  State  admission  bill,  which  was  passed  through  the  Senate  by  the 
efforts  of  Mr.  Douglas,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Territories,  failed  in  the 
House,  and  from  what  cause,  I  am  unable  to  tell.  Its  passage  through  that 
body,  after  it  passed  the  Senate  ordeal,  was  regarded  as  cert  ain  here  and  over 
the  country,  and  how  it  came  not  to  be  acted  upon  in  the  House,  I  have 
not  heard.  It  was  not  called  up  there,  I  believe.  After  its  passage  in  the 
Senate,  where  you  had  no  representative  and  ‘friend  at  court,’  I  supposed  it 
would  certainly  go  through  the  House,  where  you  were  represented.  It  was 
subject  to  be  ealled  up  there  by  a  majority  vote  at  any  time  in  the  same  manner 
in  which  it  was  taken  up  in  the  Senate.  I  think  there  was  no  great  opposition 
to  it  in  the  House,  and  that  coming  from  impracticables  and  extremes,  mostly 
from  Abolition  States.  This  failure  must  be  regretted  by  the  Oregonians,  for  it 
will  leave  them  in  a  state  of  betweenity  and  uncertainty  very  perplexing,  if 
not  detrimental,  to  their  interests.  But,  it  is  an  ancient  maxim,  that  ‘  it  is  an  ill 
wind  that  blows  nobody  good,’  which  will  probably  apply  in  your  case.  While 
you  may  regret  the  omission  of  the  House  to  concur  in  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
you  can  console  yourself  that  the  unlooked  for  failure  will  be  some  advantage 
to  your  Delegate,  in  case  the  State  is  admitted  next  session.  It  is  presumed 
here,  that  Gen,  Lane  will  be  one  of  the  United  States  Senators,  and  in  that  case, 
he  will  claim  mileage  and  pay,  amounting  to  over  $8,000  per  session — both  in 
the  capacity  of  Senator  and  Delegate  at  the  next  session,  (in  case  you  go  in 
then,)  making  him  the  comfortable  little  sum  of  about  seventeen  thousand  dol¬ 
lars,  as  his  pay  and  mileage  for  the  next  three  months  session.  And  if  he  should 
chance  not  to  be  chosen  to  the  Senate,  he  would  then  be  Delegate  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  next  session,  entitling  him  to  full  pay  and  mileage,  while  the 
man  who  shall  be  elected  will  lose  nothing;  that  will,  in  part,  compensate  your 
people  for  their  disappointment  in  not  going  into  the  Union.” 

If  I  had  seen  this  communication  in  an  opposition  paper,  I  should 
have  treated  it  with  contempt,  as  a  harmless  ebullition  of  the  feelings 
of  a  partisan,  accustomed,  with  little  or  no  regard  to  truth,  to  vent  his 
spleen  in  indiscriminate  abuse  of  all  who  may  choose  to  differ  with 
him  in  political  sentiment.  But,  when  a  paper,  hitherto  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  prominent,  influential,  and  orthodox  in  the  Territory, 
becomes  the  vehicle  of  assault  upon  me,  and  I  am  held  up  to  reproba¬ 
tion  in  the  same  columns  in  which  my  name,  a  short  time  ago,  was 
conspicuously  displayed  as  the  proprietor’s  choice  for  the  Presidency,  it 
is  time  that  I  should  say  something  in  my  defence,  lest  my  silence  be 
construed  into  an  admission  of  the  truth  of  the  charges  preferred — 
a  confession  of  inability  on  my  part,  to  meet  successfully  this  unex¬ 
pected  and  unprovoked  attack  from  my  hidden  and  uuknown  assailant. 

In  the  observations  I  shall  make  I  shall  endeavor  to  use  as  temper¬ 
ate  language  as  possible,  confining  myself  to  the  object  I  have  in 
view,  which  is  to  vindicate  myself,  not  to  assail  others.  The  harmony 
of  the  Democratic  party  shall  never  be  disturbed  by  me.  To  promote 
that  harmony  I  am  ready  to  make  any  sacrifice,  and  to  submit  to  any 
wrong,  except  imputations  on  my  honor.  Duty  to  myself,  my  family, 
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and  friends,  demands  that  I  shall  defend  my  character  when  assailed. 

In  discharging  this  duty,  I  shall  not  assail  others,  but  content  myself  > 
with  a  plain  statement  of  facts  showing  the  part  I  have  taken  in  the 
movement  for  the  admission  of' Oregon  as  a  State.  Comment  on  these 
facts  I  shall  leave  to  others.  Presenting  the  record,  the  whole  record 
of  the  part  I  have  taken  in  this  movement,  I  ask  that  I  may  be  judged 
by  all  the  facts  viewed  in  connection,  and  not  by  the  allegation  of 
particular  acts  of  omission  or  commission,  in  the  columns  of  the 
Statesman. 

During  the  time  of  my  service  as  Delegate  from  Oregon,  the  House 
of  Representatives  by  a  decisive  majority  voted  to  authorize  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  that  Territory  to  form  a  State  Government.  This  expression  of 
the  House  in  favor  of  that  measure  was  certainly  a  great  point  gained 
towards  the  admission  of  Oregon  as  a  State.  How  was  such  expres¬ 
sion  secured  ?  Can  it  be  supposed  that  the  action  of  the  House  was 
entirely  voluntary,  and  that  I  was  a  passive,  silent  and  indifferent 
spectator  of  what  was  going  on  ?  My  position  as  Delegate  devolved 
upon  me  Qiuch,  if  not  all  the  responsibility  of  the  measure,  and 
imposed  upon  me,  more  than  upon  any  other  person,  the  duty  of  over¬ 
coming  by  my  exertions  every  obstacle  to  its  success.  Let  facts  show 
how  I  performed  that  duty. 

The  remoteness  of  Oregon  from  the  States  East  of  the  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tains,  has  been  the  principal  source  of  difficulty  and  embarrassment  in  the 
efforts  I  have  made  to  prepare  the  way  for  her  admission  into  the 
Union.  The  people  on  this  side  of  the  mountains  have  had  a  very 
imperfect  notion  of  the  resources  of  the  Territory  and  the  capacity  of 
the  people,  in  respect  to  numbers,  intelligence,  and  wealth,  to  sustain  a 
State  Government.  They  have  heard  of  the  existence  of  Indian 
troubles  there,  and  they  supposed  that  the  population,  instead  of  inr 
creasing,  was  being  rapidly  diminished.  I  have  endeavored — and  the 
task  was  not  a  light  one — to  remove  the  prejudice  against  Oregon’s 
admission,  arising  from  this  cause.  I  have  endeavored  to  show  by 
the  limited  statistics  at  my  command,  that  after  making  all  due  allow¬ 
ance  for  the  destruction  of  life  by  Indians  and  the  decrease  of  immi¬ 
gration,  our  population  for  some  years  has  considerably  exceeded  that 
of  either  of  the  States  of  Florida,  Arkansas,  Illinois,  or  Ohio,  when 
admitted  into  the  Union.  I  have  labored  also  to  convince  intelligent 
minds  (I  think  with  some  success)  that  the  superior  intelligence,  energy, 
enterprise  and  wealth  of  the  people  of  Oregon  more  than  compensated 
for  any  alleged  deficiency  in  numbers.  You  will  be,  perhaps,  surprised 
to  learn,  but  it  is  not  the  less  true,  that  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties 
I  have  encountered  in  combating  the  prejudices  arising  from  a  want 
of  knowledge  of  our  capabilities  and  resources,  has  proceeded  from  the 
willful  and  persistent  misrepresentation  and  falsehood  of  certain  inter¬ 
ested  and  designing  persons  in  Oregon.  I  had  the  satisfaction,  however, 
in  spite  of  every  obstacle  and  difficulty,  of  seeing  the  House  vote  by 
a  decisive  majority  to  authorize  the  people  of  Oregon  to  form  a  State 
Constitution.  This  was  a  great  point  gained,  as  before  remarked.  It 
is  easy  to  see,  in  the  present  state  of  parties,  the  great  importance  of 
such  expression  in  our  favor.  Without  it  we  could  have  had  no  assur¬ 
ance  of  final  success. 
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At  the  time  the  admission  bill  came  up  in  the  Senate,  Mr.  Douglas 
was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Territories,  and  “  Metropolis n 
claims  for  him  all  the  credit  of  passing  the  bill  through  the  Senate. 
I  will  not  say  anything  derogatory  of  Mr.  Douglas.  As  Chairman  of 
one  of  the  most  important  Committees  of  the  'Senate,  he  has  shown 
much  ability ;  and  of  his  course  towards  Oregon  during  the  last  ses¬ 
sion  I  have  no  right  to  complain.  But,  I  submit  this  question  to  every 
candid  mind  :  Does  the  fact  that  Mr.  Douglas  performed  his  duty  in 
his  sphere  of  action,  furnish  any  ground  to  conclude  that  I  neglected 
mine? 

Here  permit  me  to  remark  that  “Metropolis”  seems  entirely  to 
misapprehend  the  nature  of  a  Delegate’s  duties  and  the  relation  he 
sustains  to  the  several  branches  of  the  Government.  He  says  that 
“  you  [as  a  Territory]  are  represented  in  the  House,  while  in  the  Senate 
you  have  no  representative,  no  ‘friend  at  court.’”  I  dissent  from  his 
proposition.  A  Delegate  is  allowed  by  courtesy  to  sit  and  speak  in 
the  House.  The  same  courtesy  accords  to  him  certain  other  privileges 
of  a  member  of  Congress.  But  he  is  merely,  as  the  term  Delegate 
imports,  the  accredited  agent  of  the  people  of  the  Territory,  authorized 
to  make  known  their  wants  and  wishes,  not  only  to  the  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives,  but  to  Senators,  the  President  and  heads  of  Departments. 
This  is  the  view  I  have  taken  of  the  relation  in  which  I  stood  towards 
those  in  authority.  Without  the  power  of  a  Representative  in  the 
House,  but  regarding  myself  as  delegated  by  you  to  watch  over  your 
interests  and  make  known  your  wants  to  all  departments  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  I  have  thought  that  I  should  very  imperfectly  perform  my  duty, 
if  I  limited  my  labors  in  your  service  to  a  few  words  occasionally 
spoken  in  debate  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  As  far  as  mg 
influence  went ,  you  had  a  “ friend  at  court,”  not  only  in  the  House , 
hut  in  every  department  of  Government.  And  as  faithful  as  I  have 
been  in  the  House,  my  labors  have  been. by  no  means  confined  to  that 
body.  Whenever  duty  called,  I  have  labored  for  your  interests  in  the 
Departments,  and  with  the  President.  I  strove  as  hard  to  secure  the 
passage  of  the  admission  bill  through  the  Senate,  as  I  could  have  done 
in  the  House,  and  I  think  I  may,  in  justice  to  myself,  say  that  my 
efforts  contributed  somewhat  to  its  success  in  that  body  at  the  last 
session. 

The  author  of  the  communication  in  the  Statesman  affects  not  to 
understand  why  the  admission  bill,  having  passed  the  Senate,  failed  in 
the  House.  Pretending  to  understand  the  rules  of  the  two  Houses, 
he  asserts:  “It  [the  admission  bill]  was  subject  to  be  called  up  there 
[in  the  House]  by  a  majority  vote  at  any  time  in  the  same  manner  in 
which  it  was  taken  up  in  the  Senate.”  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  in 
any  one  sentence  in  the  English  language  a  more  willful  perversion  of 
truth,  or  a  more  deplorable  amount  of  ignorance,  than  is  exhibited  in 
this  statement.  The  rules  of  the  two  Houses,  prescribing  the  order  of 
business,  are  entirely  different. 

In  the  Senate  a  majority  can  take  up  any  bill,  discuss  it,  pass  upon 
it,  and  proceed  to  other  business.  When  Mr.  Douglas  moved  to  take 
up  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Oregon,  it  was  done  by  a  majority  vote ; 
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the  Vice  President  giving  the  casting  vote.  In  the  House  the  rules 
are  very  different.  On  Mondays,  it  is  in  order  to  suspend  rules,  which 
can  be  done  only  by  a  two-thirds  vote.  On  any  other  day  of  the  week 
business  can  be  taken  up  out  of  its  order  by  unanimous  consent  only. 
One  man  objecting  can  prevent  the  taking  up  of  any  bill.  On  the 
5th  day  of  June  last,  Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgia,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Territories,  succeeded  in  taking  our  admission  bill  from 
the  files  and  had  it  referred  to  his  committee. 

You  will  bear  in  mind  that  it  was  not  until  the  third  meeting  of  the 
committee  this  session  that  a  majority  could  be  had  in  favor  of  report¬ 
ing  it.  It  is  now  nearly  three  weeks  since  Mr.  Stephens  was  au¬ 
thorized  to  report  it  5  and  though  he  is  anxious  to  bring  it  in,  and  has 
used  every  means  in  his  power,  and  will  continue  to  do  so,  it  is  by  no 
means  certain  that  he  will  be  able  to  report  the  bill  for  some  time  to 
come.  You  will  also  bear  in  mind,  that  a  member  has  no  power  over 
a  bill  that  has  been  referred  to  a  committee ;  nor  has  the  House  any 
power  over  it  while  in  the  hands  of  the  committee.  My  accuser  might 
as  well  say  that  I  could  take  up  the  war  bill  and  have  it  acted  upon, 
as  to  hold  that  I  had  any  power  over  the  admission  bill  while  in  the 
hands  of  the  committee.  Mr.  Stephens  will  avail  himself  of  the 
earliest  opportunity  to  report  the  bill.  He  is  a  most  skillful  and  able 
parliamentary  leader.  But  the  objection  of  a  single  member,  as  stated, 
may  stave  it  off  under  the  rules,  until  the  committees  are  called  in  the 
regular  order  of  business.  When  that  will  be,  I  cannot  say.  All  I 
can  say  is,  that  in  spite  of  all  obstacles,  I  still  have  faith  that  Oregon 
will  be  a  State  before  the  end  of  the  session. 

My  assailant  evidently  knows  as  little  of  the  rules  of  the  House  as 
he  knows  of  its  temper  and  spirit,  its  aversion  to  all  practical  legisla¬ 
tion,  during  the  last  session.  Or,  if  he  knows  the  rules  which  govern 
the  action  of  that  body,  he  has  shown  a  most  shameless  disregard  of 
truth,  and  a  wicked  purpose  to  misrepresent,  in  order  to  fix  on  me  the 
charge  contained  in  his  next  paragraph,  viz:  “That  I  designed  by  de¬ 
laying  the  admission  of  Oregon,  to  draw  mileage  both  as  Senator  and 
Delegate.” 

When  I  first  saw  this  charge  in  the  columns  of  a  Democratic  paper 
in  Oregon,  though  over  a  fictitious  name,  I  could  scarcely  believe.the 
evidence  of  my  own  eyes.  Is  it  possible,  thought  I,  that  a  charge  so 
malignant  and  false,  can  find  a  place  in  a  Democratic  paper — a  paper 
heretofore  so  friendly  in  its  tone,  and  professing  the  warmest  approval 
of  my  course?  Where  was  this  written?  By  whom,  and  for  what 
purpose  was  it  written  ?  These  questions  are  for  the  Editor  of  the 
Statesman ,  not  for  me  to  answer.  He  knows  whether  the  article  ap¬ 
pearing  as  a  communication  was  written  here  or  in  Salem  5  and  he 
must  answer  to  his  own  conscience  for  giving  publication  to  an  accu¬ 
sation  so  utterly  unfounded  and  unjust. 

The  writer  imputes  to  me  the  atrocious  design  of  betraying  my  con¬ 
stituents  that  I  might  reap  some  pecuniary  advantage.  What  is  there 
of  sordidness  in  my  nature ;  what  evidence  have  I  ever  given  of  a  mean 
and  parsimonious  spirit,  to  justify  this  imputation  on  my  integrity  and 
my  honor  ?  This  is  the  first  imputation  of  this  sort  I  have  ever  en- 
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countered — tlie  first  time  that  I  have  been  charged  with  violating  any 
duty,  moral,  social,  or  political,  for  any  consideration  whatever.  It  is 
singular,  indeed,  that  at  this  late  day,  after  being  often  blamed  by  my 
friends  for  what  they  regarded  as  a  culpable  indifference  to  money,  I 
should  suddenly  become  such  an  ardent  devotee  of  Mammon,  as  to  be¬ 
tray  a  confiding  constituency  that  I  might  put  a  few  dollars  in  my 
pocket.  I  might  recount  many  acts  of  mine,  well  known  to  the  people 
of  Oregon,  in  which  I  have  not  shown  tliis  sordid  spirit.  But  it  is 
unnecessary.  I  will  only  state,  in  answer  to  this  charge  of  designing 
to  take  double  mileage,  that  before  I  saw  the  article  in  the  Statesman , 
I  had  already  notified  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate  that  I 
would  take  but  one  mileage.  I  had  made  the  same  declaration  to 
many  others.  I  had  often  before  expressed  myself  as  opposed  to  the 
principle  of  double  or  constructive  mileage.  No  argument  or  per¬ 
suasion  could  ever  induce  me  to  put  my  hand  in  the  Treasury  and 
take  money  for  any  constructive  service.  These  views  of  mine  have 
been  often  expressed,  and  long  known  to  those  with  whom  I  have  been 
associated  in  the  civil  and  military  service  of  the  country.  It  would 
be  extraordinary,  if,  entertaining  these  views;  having  often  expressed 
them ;  having  uniformly  opposed  the  principle  of  paying  for  services 
never  rendered ;  having  resisted,  on  all  occasions,  and  under  all  cir¬ 
cumstances,  unjust  demands  upon  the  public  Treasury ;  having  never 
been  suspected  by  friend  or  foe  of  being  governed  in  my  actions,  pub¬ 
lic  or  private,  by  an  inordinate  love  of  money, — it  would  be  extraor¬ 
dinary,  indeed,  under  all  these  circumstances,  if  I  should  now  be  found 
capable  of  violating  all  my  professions,  and  perpetrating  a  great  wrong 
on  my  constituents,  that  I  might  put  money  in  my  pocket. 

I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  say  more  on  this  point.  I  would  not 
have  said  so  much,  but,  when  my  honor  is  assailed,  though  the  assault 
comes  from  a  hidden  source;  when  such  an  assault  appears  in  a 
Democratic  journal  of  extensive  circulation  among  the  people  who 
have  honored  me  with  their  confidence  and  support,  I  feel  wronged; 
and  I  would  wrong  you,  if  I  did  not  brand  the  charge  against  me  as 
false,  calumnious,  villainous.  Never,  I  hope,  will  the  time  come,  when 
the  people  of  Oregon  shall  be  deluded  into  the  support  of  any  man  for 
office,  as  dishonest  and  faithless  as  my  hidden  and  unknown  assailant 
has  represented  me.  Betray  my  constituents  for  money  !  The  thought 
that  I  would  do  such  a  thing  could  enter  only  into  the  brains  of  those 
whose  intense  selfishness  render  them  incapable  of  being  actuated 
themselves,  or  of  supposing  that  anybody  else  can  be  actuated  by  any 
higher  motive  than  a  desire  to  get  money.  None  but  the  most  sordid 
wretch  could  have  brought  such  a  charge  against  me;  for  any  but  the 
most  sordid  and  venal  of  mankind  would  have  known  that  he  could  not 
have  trumped  up  any  charge  less  likely  to  be  believed  by  those  who  are 
acquainted  with  my  character.  But  when  a  man  is  himself  venal  and 
corrupt,  nothing  is  more  natural  than  that  he  should  seek  to  fasten 
charges  of  corruption  on  others.  My  accuser  knows  how  he  would 
have  acted,  if  he  had  been  in  my  place.  He  would  have  taken  double 
mileage;  and,  therefore,  without  a  shadow  of  evidence  to  sustain  him, 
and  with  the  unstained  record  of  my  whole  life  before  him,  he  charges 
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that  I  defeated  the  admission  hill  from  corrupt  motives.  Could  you, 
my  friends,  have  looked  into  the  recesses  of  my  heart,  on  any  day  of  the 
last  session,  you  would  have  found  that  I  would  have  cheerfully  yielded 
up  all  I  possess  ou  earth,  and  ten  times  as  much,  rather  than  that  bill 
should  have  failed. 

lS"ow,  my  friends,  having  made  this  plain  statement  of  facts,  showT- 
ing  how  earnestly  I  have  labored  for  years  to  secure  the  admission  of 
Oregon  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  other  States; 
having,  I  think,  said  enough  to  satisfy  you  of  my  sincerity  and  good 
faith  during  the  last  session,  I  might  add  a  few  words  in  conclusion  in 
regard  to  my  general  conduct  in  your  service.  I  might  mention 
various  measures  which  have  been  carried  through,  in  part  by  my 
exertions,  affecting  the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  people  of  Oregon. 
I  might,  in  answer  to  the  charge  of  official  delinquency  or  negligence, 
mention  the  various  appropriations  I  have  had  the  satisfaction  of 
securing  for  public  buildings,  the  Indian  service,  light- houses,  military 
roads,  mail  steam  service,  overland  mail  service,  and  for  other  objects. 
I  might  mention  the  appropriations  for  the  expenses  of  the  Cayuse  and 
Rogue  River  wars;  the  act  amending  the  act  for  establishing  the  office 
of  Surveyor  General,  limiting  reservations,  securing  rights  of  widows, 
&c;  the  act  regulating  donation  of  lands,  providing  for  orphans, 
making  grants  for  a  university,  &c ;  the  numerous  appropriations  for 
Indian  Affairs,  appropriations  to  pay  for  codifying  laws,  to  extend  land 
laws  East  of  the  Cascade  mountains,  to  establish  post-roads,  to  pay 
commissioners  on  Indian  expenses,  Ac.  I  might  call  your  attention  to 
these  and  numerous  other  measures  adopted  during  the  time  of  my 
service  as  Delegate,  besides  many  private  claims  which  demanded  and 
received  my  earnest  attention.  But  to  you  it  is  unnecessary  that  I 
should  detail  all  my  official  acts.  They  are  on  record;  they  are  within 
your  knowledge,  and  you  can  each  determine  for  yourself  whether  I 
have  been  devoted  to  your  interests  and  true  to  the  important  trusts 
committed  to  my  charge.  If  any,  in  my  absence,  undertake  to  malign 
me,  as  this  “Metropolis”  has  done,  without  just  grounds  and  without 
provocation,  I  appeal  to  your  own  sense  of  justice,  to  your  own 
knowledge  of  my  conduct  and  character  for  my  vindication. 

Ten  years  ago,  commissioned  by  President  Polk  for  that  purpose,  I 
arrived  in  Oregon,  and  put  the  Territorial  government  in  operation. 
Since  that  time  I  have  linked  my  fortune  and  my  destiny  with  yours. 
I  have  had  no  other,  and  a  desire  for  no  other  home  but  Oregon. 
Under  her  sky  I  wished  to  live ;  in  her  bosom  I  wish  to  repose  when 
the  cares  and  toils  of  life  are  over.  Hitherto  I  have  not  sought  repose ; 
and  I  will  not  seek  it  while  a  duty  remains  to  be  performed. 

In  a  few  weeks  from  the  time  this  reaches  you,  I  hope  to  stand  again 
on  the  soil  of  Oregon,  and  to  take  my  friends  by  the  hand  once  more. 
Though  much  of  my  time  has  been  spent  at  a  distance  from  you,  yet 
every  tie  that  can  render  a  place  dear  to  me,  above  any  other  cn  earth, 
binds  me  to  Oregon.  There  are  my  home,  my  family,  and  the  friends 
who  have  given  me  so  many  proofs  of  their  regard.  I  sincerely  hope — 
nay,  I  feel  the  strongest  confidence  that  this  regard  and  attachment, 
so  often  manifested,  cannot  be  impaired  on  your  part,  (as  it  certainly 
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could  not  on  mine,)  by  any  efforts  of  “Metropolis,”  whoever  that  indi¬ 
vidual  may  be,  to  sow  the  seeds  of  distrust  and  alienation.  No,  my 
friends,  between  us  there  can  be  no  misunderstanding.  Some  individ¬ 
uals,  from  some  cause,  as  yet  unexplained,  seem  to  be  somewhat  inimi¬ 
cal  to  me.  I  hope,  however,  that  this  will  not  disturb  the  harmony  of 
the  Democratic  party.  I  put  my  trust  in  the  people.  They  called  me 
into  their  service,  when  they  thought  that  I  might  be  useful  to  them. 
They  have  continued  me  in  that  service  with  a  unanimity  most  grati¬ 
fying  to  my  feelings.  To  the  people,  the  highest  tribunal  on  earth, 
and  the  most  just,  I  appeal  when  attacked.  By  that  tribunal  I  wish  to 
be  judged.  When  I  recall  the  many  evidences  of  your  appreciation  of 
my  earnest  efforts  to  serve  you ;  when  I  remember  that  but  a  few 
months  have  passed  since  your  representatives  conferred  upon  me  the 
highest  honor  in  their  power  to  bestow — an  honor  for  which  I  shall 
ever  entertain  towards  them  individually  the  deepest  feelings  of  grati¬ 
tude — how  can  I  doubt  what  your  final  verdict  will  be  upon  my  char¬ 
acter  and  conduct  by  whomsoever  assailed  ? 

Profoundly  grateful  to  the  people  of  Oregon  for  these  repeated  mani¬ 
festations  of  their  confidence  to  which  I  have  alluded,  I  have  observed 
that  confidence  unshaken  and  unimpaired  in  my  late  election  as  one  of 
the  first  Senators  from  Oregon,  and  shall,  in  case  of  our  admission,  labor 
in  the  halls  of  the  Senate,  and  as  a  member  of  that  body,  as  I  have 
heretofore  always  labored,  not  for  my  own,  but  for  the  promotion  of 
the  best  interests  of  the  people  of  Oregon,  and  secure  in  their  confi¬ 
dence,  in  the  future  as  in  the  past,  I  shall  bid  defiance  to  the  calumnies 
of  professed  friends  or  open  enemies. 

My  colleagues,  Hon.  Delazon  Smith  and  Hon.  Lafayette  Grover, 
are  here,  laboring  faithfully  for  our  admission,  as  also  for  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  people  of  Oregen,  and  should 
we  be  admitted,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  we  will  cooperate  as  one  man 
upon  all  matters  touching  the  interests  and  prosperity  of  the  people 
of  our  new  State. 

JOSEPH  LANE. 
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